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This Companion presents fifteen short, accessible essays exploring the most important
topics and themes in John Milton's masterpiece, Paradise Lost. The essays invite
readers to begin their own independent exploration of the poem by equipping them
with useful background knowledge, introducing them to key passages, and
acquainting them with the current state of critical debates. Chapters are arranged to
mirror the way the poem itself unfolds, offering exactly what readers need as they
approach each movement of its grand design. Essays in Part I introduce the characters
who frame the poem's story and set its plot and theological dynamics in motion. Part II
deals with contextual issues raised by the early books, while Part III examines the epic's
central and final episodes. The volume concludes with a meditation on the history of
the poem's reception and a detailed guide to further reading, offering students and
teachers of Milton fresh critical insights and resources for continuing scholarship.
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Louis Schwartz is Professor of English at the University of Richmond, Virginia. His
essays and book reviews on Milton and early modern English literature and culture
have been published in journals such as Milton Quarterly, Milton Studies, Reformation,
The Comparatist, and The Lancet. His book, Milton and Maternal Morality (Cambridge,
2009), is the winner of the Milton Society of America's James Holly Hanford Award for
2010.
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