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This book explores the Eurasian borderlands as contested 'shatter zones' which have
generated some of the world's most significant conflicts. Analgzmg the struggles of
Habsburg, Russian, Ottoman, Iranian and Qing empires, Alfred J. Rieber surveys the
period from the rise of the great multicultural, conquest empires in the late
medieval/early modern period to their collapse in the early twentieth century. He
charts how these empires expanded along moving, military frontiers, competing with
one another in war, diplomacy and cultural practices, while the subjugated peoples of
the borderlands strove to maintain their cultures and to defend their autonomy. The
gradual and fragmentary adaptation of Western constitutional ideas, military reforms,
cultural practices and economic penetration began to undermine these ruling
ideologies and institutions, leading to the collapse of all five empires in revolution and
war within little more than a decade between 1911 and 1923,
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Alfred J. Rieber has been teaching and writing Russian and Soviet history for the past
fifty years. A member of the original group of American exchange students to the Soviet
Union in 1958-59 he has returned many times with the support of the Guggenheim,
ACLS, National Endowment for the Humanities, National Council for Research in
Eastern Europe Foundations and IREX.He has written ten books and fifty articles in
scho\ar? books and journals. He was the recipient of the E.Harris Harbison Award of
the Danforth Foundation as one of the ten best teachers in America in 1966. A
collection of his essays supplemented by chapters written from fresh archival sources
entitled "The Russian Imperial Project. Politics, Economic Development and Social
Fragmentation" will be published next year by the University of Toronto Press.He is
currently University Professor Emeritus at the Central European University in Budapest.
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