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Branson, Missouri, is the home of Country Music, USA. Its main drag is lined with
theaters housing such luminaries as Roy Clark, Loretta Lynn, and Merle Haggard - but
you'd better get there early because the late show's at eight. Branson is one big long
traffic jam of R\V.'s, station wagons, pick-up trucks, NRA decals, tour buses and
blue-haired grandmothers. Now Branson just got a little bit more crowded. Because
the murder trial of country and western star Ray Jones is about to begin, and the
media has come loaded for bear. The press presence ranges from the Weekly Galaxy,
the most unethical news rag in the universe, to New York City's Trend: The Magazine for
the Way We Live This Instant. In the middle of the melee stands Ray Jones himself, an
inscrutablegood ol bofy who croons like an angel but just may be as guilty as sin - of
the rape and murder of a 31-year-old theater cashier. Sara Joslyn, of Trend, isn't sure
about Ray. The sardonic Jack Ingersoll, her editor and lover, is sure of this much: this
time he's going to do an expose that will nail the Weekly Galaxy to the wall. A phalanx
of reporters and editors from the Galaxy are breaking every rule, and a few laws, to get
the inside story on Ray Jones's trial. Meanwhile, the IRS is there, too. They want all of
Ray Jones's money, no matter what the jury decides. Set to the beat of America's
down-home music, as raucous as a smoke-filled honky-tonk, as funny as %rovvn men in
snakeskin boots, Baby, Would | Lie? is a murder mystery, a courtroom thriller, a caper
novel, and a classic Westlake gem.
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