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AWITTY, INFORMATIVE, AND POPULAR TRAVELOGUE ABOUT THE SCANDINAVIAN
COUNTRIES AND HOW THEY MAY NOT BE AS HAPPY OR AS PERFECT AS WE ASSUME

Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten years,
and he has grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this part of the
world offered up by the Western media. In this timely book he leaves his adopted
home of Denmark and embarks on a journey throu%h all five of the Nordic countries to
discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their success, and, most intriguing
of all, what they think of one another.

Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really have
the best education system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they sometimes appear? How
are the Norwegians spending their fantastic oil wealth? And why do all of them hate
the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People Michael Booth explains who the
Scandinavians are, how they differ and why, and what their quirks and foibles are, and
he explores why these societies have become so successful and models for the world.
Along the way a more nuanced, often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by
taboos, characterized by suffocatm%parochialism, and populated by extremists of
\éariogjg shades. They may very well be almost nearly perfect, but itisn't easy being
candinavian.

TEENE:

Michael Booth is the author of five works of non-fiction, including The Almost Nearly
Perfect People. His writing appears regularly in The Guardian, The Independent, The
Times, The Telegraph, and Condé Nast Traveler magazine, among many other
publications globally. He is the Copenhagen correspondent for Monocle magazine and
Monocle 24 radio, and travels regularly to give talks and lectures on the Nordic lands
and their peculiar, nearly perfect people. He lives in Denmark with his wife and two
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