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Lucy Conyers lives with her brothers, mother, and stepfather in Tallahassee, in the last
house in the white part of town, just before the pavement ends and the road turns to
dirt. On the other side of a patch of woods are Melvina Williams, the Conyers' maid, her
drunken husband Old Alfonso, and a yard full of kids, mostly boys -- including Lucy's
obsession, the wild and handsome Skippy.This is the early 1960s and the battle over
integration is brewing even in Lucy's own home. Her stepfather clings to segregationist
ways, while her independent-minded mother believes in the cause of civil rights. Lucy
understands that there are unspoken lines she is not to cross, but her curiosity leads
her to trespass on the forbidden world next door. There, she learns the hard realities of
love, race, and hatred.The story, told convincingly and compellingly in the voice of its
young narrator, examines the complex relationships between family members, men
and women, blacks and whites. Crossing Blood is a novel of making promises and
struggling to keep them, of unlikely bonds and forbidden ones, of love gone wrong and
love everlasting.
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