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The stories in this edition represent the great diversity of her work, from humor to her
shocking explorations of the human psyche. The tales range, chronologically, from the
writings of her college days and residence in Greenwich Village in the early 1940s, to
the unforgettably chilling stories from the period just before her death. They provide an
exciting overview of the evolution of her craft through a progression of forms and
styles, and add significantly to the body of her published work. Just an Ordinary Day is
a testament to how large a talent Shirley Jackson had and to the depth, breadth, and
complexity of her writing. Though this remarkable literary life was cut short, Jackson
clearly established a unique voice that has won a permanent place in the canon of
outstanding American literature, and remains a powerful influence on generations of
readers and writers.
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作者雪莉·杰克逊去世多年后，她的子女把她未发表以及发表过但未入集的短篇辑成此
书，所以水平参差不齐。比较之下，她在世时出版的《摸彩》一书篇篇精品，尤其难得
。
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