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Under a smooth gray rock on the outside windowsill of a home in Chimayo, New
Mexico, sits "la [lave"--the key--to the home of Grandpa and Grandma Ortega. The key
has always been there for family, friends, and neighbors to use. When Grandma Ortega
passes away, some things change and some things stay the same. Grandpa now lives
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alone, but his life is still filled with loving family and friends and "la [lave" is still resting
underneath its rock. Cristina Ortega's latest children's story represents life on a
northern New Mexico plaza while highlighting the respect, friendship, trust,
commitment, and love found in the community. Spanish phrases within the text and
detailed illustrations by Cristina's brother, Luis Armando Ortega, combine to
degwonstrate to children the importance of these timeless values.Reading level: grade 4
and up
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