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Harold Bloom is America's most esteemed literary critic and one of the greatest critical
minds of our time. This work contains the best of Bloom's writing on the greatest
novels and novelists of our time - from Daniel Defoe to Philip Roth, from Charles
Dickens to Amy Tan. It also features his overview of the genre and thoughts on its
development.
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Harold Bloom is Sterling Professor of the Humanities at Yale University. He is the
author of 30 books, including Shelley's Mythmaking, The Visionary Company, Blake's
Apocalypse, A Map of Misreading, The American Religion, and The Western Canon. His
most recent books include Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human, a 1998 National
Book Award finalist; How to Read and Why; Hamlet: Poem Unlimited; and Jesus and
Yahweh: The Names Divine. In 1999, Professor Bloom received the prestigious
American Academy of Arts and Letters Gold Medal for Criticism. He has also received
the International Prize of Catalonia, the Alfonso Reyes Prize of Mexico, and the Hans
Christian Andersen Bicentennial Prize of Denmark.

H%: Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616)
Don Quixote

1

Daniel DefFoe (1660-1731)

Robinson Crusoe / Moll Flanders

3

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)
GéJHiver's Travels

1

Samuel Richardson (1689-1761)
Clarissa

22

Henry Fielding (1707-1754)
Tom Jones

28

Laurence Sterne (1713-1768)
Tristram Shandy

33

Tobias Smollett (1721-1771)
Humphry Clinker

38

Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774)

Tge Vicar of Wakefield / She Stoops to Conquer

4

Fanny Burney (1752-1840)

Evelina

48

Jane Austen (1775-1817)

Pride and Prejudice / Mansfield Park / Emma / Persuasion
51



Stendhal (1783-1842)
Tge Red and the Black
g
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797-1851)
Frankenstein
1’/
Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850)
Pere Goriot
87
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)
ghe Scarlet Letter
1
Charles Dickens (1812-1870)
A Tale of Two Cities / Great Expectations /
David Copperfield / Hard Times / Bleak House
93

Anthony Trollope (1815-1882)

Barchester Towers / The Warden

119

Charlotte Bronté (1816-1855)

Jane Eyre

125

Emily Bronté (1818-1848)

Wuthering Heights

131

George Eliot (1819-1880)

Daniel Deronda / The Mill on the Floss / Silas Marner / Middlemarch
137

Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880)

Madame Bovary

151

Fyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881)

Crime and Punishment / The Brothers Karamazov
155

Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910)

Anna Karenina

163

Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Huckleberry Finn

169

Emile Zola (1840-1902)

Thérese Raquin

171

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)

The Mayor of Casterbridge / The Return of the Native /
Te;s of the d'Urbervilles / Jude the Obscure
17

Henry James (1843-1916)

Tnge Ambassadors / The Portrait of a Lady

1

Kate Chopin (1851-1904)

The Awakening

204

Joseph Conrad (1857-1924)



Eo(r)d Jim / Heart of Darkness / Nostromo
1
Edith Wharton (1862-1937)
595 Age of Innocence / The Custom of the Country / Ethan Frome
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)
Kim
228
Willa Cather (1873-1947)
My Antonia / A Lost Lady
235
Herman Hesse (1877-1962)
Steppenwolf / Magister Ludi
240
Upton Sinclair (1878-1968)
The Jungle
2472
Stephen Crane (1879-1900)
;he Red Badge of Courage / Maggie
45
E.M. Forster (1879-1970)
;ogvvards Fnd /A Passage to India
4
Robert Musil (1880-1942)
The Man Without Qualities
259
Virginia Woolf (1882-1941)
5/163 Dalloway / To the Lighthouse
James Joyce (1882-1941)
éé;ortrait of the Artist as a Young Man
Franz Kafka (1883-1924)
The Castle / The Trial
202
D.H. Lawrence (1885-1930)
Sons and Lovers / The Rainbow / Women in Love
294
Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951)
Arrowsmith / Babbitt
302
Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960)
gggir Fyes Were Watching God
F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)
The Great Gatsby
311
William Faulkner (1897-1962)
ghge Sound and the Fury / Sanctuary / Light in August / Absalom, Absalom!
1
Ernest Hemmévvay (1899-1961)
gge Sun also Rises / A Farewell to Arms / The Old Man and the Sea
>
Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977)



Lolita

339

André Malraux (1901-1976)

Man's Fate

343

John Steinbeck (1902-1968)

ghe Grapes of Wrath / Of Mice and Men
47

Nathanael West (1903-1940)

Miss Lonelyhearts

353

George Orwell (1903-1950)

1984 / Animal Farm

363

Graham Greene (1904-1991)

Brighton Rock

372

Robert Penn Warren (1905-1989)

All the King's Men

380

Samuel Beckett (1906-1989)

g/l8olloy, Malone Dies, The Unnamable

!

Richard Wright (1908-1960)

Native Son

393

William Golding (1911-1993)

The Lord of the Flies

399

Albert Camus (1913-1960)

The Stranger / The Plague

401

Bernard Malamud (1914-1986)

The Fixer / The Tenants

408

Ralph Waldo Ellison (1914-1994)

The Invisible Man

412

Saul Bellow (1915-)

Herzog

418

Walker Percy (1916-1990)

The Moviegoer

426

Carson McCullers (1917-1967)

nge Heartis a Lonely Hunter / The Ballad of the Sad Café

4

Anthony Burgess (1917-1993)

T28e Enderby Cycle / Nothing Like the Sun

4

Iris Murdoch (1919-1999)

The Good Apprentice

445

William Gaddis (1922-1998)



The Recognitions

452

José Saramago (1922-)

The Gospel According to Jesus Christ

455

Norman Mailer (1923-)

Ancient Evenings

476

James Baldwin (1924-1987)

The Fire Next Time / The Price of the Ticket / Go Tell It On the Mountain
482

Flannery O° Connor (1925-1964)

The \/|of/ent Bear ItAvvay

491

Gabriel Garcia Marquez (1928-)

One Hundred Years of Solitude / Love in the Time of Cholera
500

Ursula K. Le Guin (1929-)

The Left Hand of Darkness

505

Toni Morrison (1931-)

Sula / The Bluest Eye / Song of Solomon / Beloved
515

Philip Roth (1933-)

Tge Zuckerman tetralogy / Portnoy's Complaint
524

Cormac McCarthy (1933-)

Bé%od Meridian /AH the Pretty Horses

5

Don Delillo (1936-)

White Noise / Underworld

540

Thomas Pynchon (1937-)

Gravity's Rainbow

547

Paul Auster (1947-)

The New York Trilogy

557

Amy Tan (1952-)

The Joy Luck Club

559
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