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Dramatically compelling and historically informed, The Death of a Confederate Colonel
takes us into the lives of those left behind during the Civil War. These stories, all with
Arkansas settings, are filled with the trauma of the time. They tell of a Confederate
womanas care of and growing affection for a wounded Union soldier, a plantation
mistressas singular love for a sick slave child, and an eight-year-old girlas fight for
survival against frigid cold, injury, starvation, heartbreak, and lawlessness. Here are
women holding down the home front with heroism and loyalty, or, sometimes, with
weakness and duplicity. Will a young belle remain loyal to her wounded fiance? How
long can a caring nurse hold her finger on a severed artery? And how does anyone
comprehend the legacy of slavery and the brutality of war? The Death of a Confederate
Colonel triumphs in its portrayal of desperate circumstances coated in the patina of
the Civil War era, the complexity of ordinary people confronting situations that change
them forever.
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