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What does it mean to know mathematics? How does meaning in mathematics
education connect to common sense or to the meaning of mathematics itself? How
are meanings constructed and communicated and what are the dilemmas related to
these processes? There are many answers to these questions, some of which might
appear to be contradictory. Thus understanding the complexity of meaning in
mathematics education is a matter of huge importance. There are twin directions in
which discussions have developed - theoretical and practical - and this book seeks to
move the debate forward along both dimensions while seeking to relate them where
appropriate. A discussion of meaning can start from a theoretical examination of
mathematics and how mathematicians over time have made sense of their work.
However, from a more practical perspective, anybody involved in teaching
mathematics is faced with the need to orchestrate the myriad of meanings derived
from multiple sources that students develop of mathematical knowledge.
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