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This book is a comprehensive study of the churches and monastic buildings
constructed by the Cistercian order in Wales. It covers fourteen abbeys situated across
the principality and its borders, recognised by the Cistercians of the later Middle Ages
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as their 'province of Wales'. Welsh Cistercians have been comparatively well served by
their historians, their buildings, however, have attracted far less scholarly attention.
David Robinson's work will correct this imbalance, and represents the first attempt in
modern times to assess and understand the above and below ground remains of this
highly significant group of abbeys. The first part of the book is a survey of the available
evidence, both of upstanding remains and excavated foundations, for all the known
Cistercian buildings in Wales. This forms the basis for an analysis of their architectural
characteristics and the identification of several distinct phases of growth and change.
The book concludes with a gazetteer of the fourteen Cistercian abbeys which are the
subject of the study, consisting of a comprehensive account of the archaeology and
architecture of each site. The whole work is accompanied by newly commissioned
plans, drawings and photographs.
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