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Public spaceis a frequent theme in recent writing about cities; scholars describe ways
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in which urban activities, histories and identities are prescribed, controlled and
homogenized. However, in this book, Franck and Stevens explore the concept of 'loose
spaces’, physical areas that are used in different ways. Recreational, commercial anc
pohﬂcalaCUWUesgﬁonwConvenﬂonaIU)expeﬂrnenuﬂ,ameob&avedtaMn%Fﬂaceina
wﬂdevaﬂem/ofﬁoosespacesﬁakaqggdetheintendedLﬁescﬁpﬂanned|3u lic spaces,
such as pavements and plazas, and in places of former uses, as in vacant car parks and
abandoned warehouses. After introducing the concept of 'looseness’, the authors

explore the idea in four sections: appropriation, tension, resistance and discovery.
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