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With rare exceptions, we tend to think of architects as working in the domain of the rich
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and the commercial. Not so Bryan Bell or the other contributors to this volume who
have often forgone high commissions to devote themselves to developing a real
architecture for poor and underserved communities in the US and abroad. Much of the
housing developed for the poor has been built using cookie-cutter models, making the
units sterile in appearance, unappealing in design, and often lacking in critical
elements that allow for functionality. In Good Deeds, Good Design, architects and
designers who have been working among the poor share their experiences, challenges,
frustrations and successes. From migrant housing in Georgia to low-cost housing in
India, to middle class housing in America, Good Deeds, Good Design looks at the tools
necessary for change: community involvement, government cooperation, and
flexibility in design.
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