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'The problem of the house is a problem of the epoch', stated Swiss architect Le
Corbusier; architecture, he felt, should focus on everyday life and produce housing that
is 'made for living in'. In "The Problem of the House", Alex Anderson explores a group of
like-minded designers in France, the architects-decorateurs, who also committed
themselves to designing and equipping the modern house. Most began as decorative
artists, interior designers, and painters but moved into the field of architecture in the
1920s. They envisioned an environment conceived by architects, in which the
traditional decorative arts would be replaced with domestic equipment, often
standardized and mass-produced, with works of art selected by the occupants
themselves. This concern with the house shaped Western European, and especially
French, Modernist architecture.The author traces the development of these ideas in
France from the Salons d'Automne displays of 1900 through the post-World War I
period, when the early modern architects, influenced by Cubism and Art Nouveau,
established architecture as a human-centered art based on relationships, not on
obedience to rules. Figures in this title include photographs of interior ensembles
exhibited at the Salons d'Automne in the early 1900s, illustrations of urban plans and
structures, stills from film sets that expressed the design concepts of the
architects-decorateurs, and views of living spaces built for clients and for the architects
themselves. "The Problem of the House" will appeal to art and architectural historians,
students and scholars of architecture, interior designers, and decorative artists.
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