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This study examines how and why China's military intervention in the Korean War
came into existence within the time span from May 1949 to July 1951. China was
involved in the war preparations much earlier and deeper than was previously known.
Beijing's preconditions to enter the war boiled down to three: (1) its full control of
China; (2) foreign enemy forces' invasion of North Korea; and (3) Moscow's logistic and
air support. Be%ing hadincorrectly calculated that Washington would dispatch only
Japanese field orcestol<orea,mﬁﬂchisthe\mwyreasontJndeHVH¥gﬁsinadequate
though early preparations for the war, while it had correctly calculated that
Washington would not invade China proper via Korea before it entered the war.
ExpeCUngar1enenuonopsWandin%ﬁtInchonfoHowmebythewinvaﬁon<ﬂ1%omh
Korea, Beijing planned to ambush them in northern North Korea. It therefore failed to
dispatch a S%mbolic force into Korea to give credibility to diplomatic deterrence
against Washington's possible invasion of North Korea. China developed ten prime
interventionist goals as follows: (1) to save North Korea; (2) to dispel Stalin's suspicions
and to pay Mao's political debt owed to Stalin in 1941 and 1942; (3) to have the PLA
experienced in modern warfare; (4) to have the PLA modernized with Soviet weaponry;
(5) to have its economy revitalized with overall Soviet assistance; (6) to enter the United
Nations; (7) to exchange South Korean territories for an American withdrawal from
Taiwan; (8) to have Nationalist forces in Taiwan; (9) to defuse an American retaliatory
or nuclear attach upon China proper; and (10) to have North Korea and South Korea
almost return to the status quo ante bellum. It was Mao's de facto dependence upon
rather than his alleged independence from Stalin that had made him rise to power i
1949. This Soviet reign turned out to be considerably more decisive than the American
threatin driving Ch
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