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Edmund Burke (1730-97) lived during one of the most extraordinary periods of world
history. He grappled with the significance of the British Empire in India, fought for
reconciliation with the American colonies, and was a vocal critic of national policy
during three European wars. He also advocated reform in Britain, pressed for
constitutional change in Ireland, and became a central protagonist in the great debate
on the French Revolution. Drawing on the complete range of printed and manuscript
sources,Empire and Revolution offers a vivid reconstruction of the major concerns of
this outstanding statesman, orator, and philosopher.

In restoring Burke to his original political and intellectual context, this book strips away
the accumulated distortions that have marked the reception of his ideas. In the
process, it overturns the conventional picture of a partisan of tradition against
progress. In place of the image of a backward-looking opponent of popular rights, it
presents a multifaceted portrait of one of the most captivating figures in
eighteenth-century life and thought. While Burke was a passionately energetic
statesman, he was also a deeply original thinker. Empire and Revolution depicts him as
a philosopher-in-action who evaluated the political realities of the day through the
lens of Enlightenment thought, variously drawing on the ideas of such figures as
Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Hume.

A boldly ambitious work of scholarship, this book challenges us to rethink the legacy of
Burke and the turbulent era in which he played so pivotal a role.

作者介绍: 

Richard Bourke is professor in the history of political thought and codirector of the
Centre for the Study of the History of Political Thought at Queen Mary University of
London. He is the author of Peace in Ireland: The War of Ideas and the coeditor of
Political Judgement.
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采访︱盛 韵
塞缪尔·约翰生博士曾经对爱德蒙·伯克赞赏有加，马克思却贬低他是“阿谀奉承之徒
”“彻头彻尾的庸俗资产阶级”，以赛亚·伯林对他不置可否。爱德蒙·伯克是讨论英
国政治传统时绕不过去的人物，您在复旦的讲座上说他是政客而非哲学家，那么为什么
一个政客能有如此...  
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