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A thrilling read and a trenchant look at the networked world in which we live, "User I.D."
is a riveting examination of identity theft, the fastest growing white-collar crime in
America. When Vera de Sica forgets a credit card receipt in a rental car, she has no idea
that she's set herself up for a nightmare. Using nothing more than that single slip of
paper, Charlene Cummins—desperate for the better life she knows is out there for the
taking—-steals Vera's identity, hacking into Vera's Internet accounts and credit history
and buying her way to the life she believes she deserves. A deft and mesmerizing
character study of two women, who, on the face of it, could not lead more disparate
lives (and yet share the same dissatisfaction with their lot), "User I.D." brilliantly
explores the psychology of both victim and victimizer, as each woman develops an
intense fantasy relationship with her other, imagined self. In alternating chapters that
read like a thriller, Shute draws the reader into the bizarre and unsettling world of
identity theft, where identities are multiple and mutable and, ultimately, for sale.
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