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Provence is a way of life. Its gardens are visions of paradise rediscovered, its
houses--whether looking out over sea, forest, the countryside, a shady terrace, or a
patio full of flowers--reflect a secret harmony between interior and exterior. Today's
architects and interior decorators have in no way renounced Provenandccedil; al
tradition, but rather have drawn tried and tested knowledge from it. They play on the
purification of lines, the fluidity of spaces, the rhythm of volumes and the refinement of
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details. A house in Provence can mean a cardinal's palace, the showcase for a
contemporary art collection, or a simple cabin screened by trees. What is important is
the spirit of these places, which reflects the gentle way of life that is the specialty of the
Midi. This book features sections on gardens, interiors (including contemporary
houses, village houses, farmhouses, log cabins and lodges, and historical buildings),
and useful information on restaurants, hotels and guesthouses, and best sources for
authentic decorating in the Provence style.
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