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What is happening when a place in the world has life? And what is happening when it
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does not? In Book 1 of this four-volume work, Alexander describes a scientific view of
the world in which all space-matter has perceptible degrees of life, and sets this
understanding of living structure as an intellectual basis for a new architecture. He
identifies fifteen geometric properties which tend to accompany the presence of life in
nature, and also in the buildings and cities we make. These properties are seen over
and over in nature, and in cities and streets of the past, but have all but disappeared in
the deadly developments and buildings of the last one hundred years. The book shows
that living structure depends on features which make a close connection with the
human self, and that only living structure has the capacity to support human
well-being. The other three volumes of The Nature of Order continue this thesis with
three complementary views giving a masterful prescription for the processes which
allow us to generate living structure in the world. They show us what such a world
must gradually come to look like, and describe the modified cosmology in which "life"
as an essential quality, together with our inner connection to the world around
us-towns, streets, buildings, and artifacts-are central to a proper understanding of the
scientific nature of the universe.

作者介绍: 

Christopher Alexander(1936-) 克里斯托弗•亚历山大

(born October 4, 1936 in Vienna, Austria) is an architect noted for his theories about
design, and for more than 200 building projects in California, Japan, Mexico and
around the world. Reasoning that users know more about the buildings they need than
any architect could, he produced and validated a "pattern language" designed to
empower anyone to design and build at any scale. Alexander is often overlooked by
texts in the history and theory of architecture because his work intentionally disregards
contemporary architectural discourse. As such, Alexander is widely considered to
occupy a place outside the discipline, the discourse, and the practice of Architecture.
In 1958, he moved from England to the United States, living and teaching in Berkeley,
California from 1963. He is professor emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley.
Now retired (though still active), he is based in Arundel, Sussex, UK.
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终于发现了认真探寻建筑中的beauty的书。剖开来说，如何有意识地运用一些原则来达
到wholeness, 从而让建筑成为真正有生命力的建筑。（当然不只适用于建筑了）
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