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"As nearly perfect as any American fiction | know," is how Reynolds Price ("The New
York Times") described this classic that has been a favorite of readers, both here and in
Europe, for almost fortﬁyears. Setin provincial France in the 1960s, it is the intensely
carnal story--part shocking reality, part feverish dream --of a love affair between a
footloose Yale dropout and a young French girl. There is the seen and the unseen--and
pages that burn with a rare intensity.
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| can quite see why Eeople liked him, with some incredibly evocative passages. But a
novel, like life, should sometimes be more than mere literary masturbation, a
pleasurable pastime as it might be.
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Whenever | read a novel, I'd like to visualize it as a film in my mind. Yet for this book |
can't. Itis rather like a series of noncontinuous pictures of the narrator's life events,
random thoughts and an overwhelming fantasy. Refreshing, | would say, but ...
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