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They had pursued their rounds for many years without meeting with any incident of an
unusual kind, but to-night, according to the assertions of several, there prevailed, to
begin with, an exceptionally solemn and thoughtful mood among two or three of the
oldest in the band, as if they were thinking they might be joined by the phantoms of
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dead friends who had been of their number in earlier years, and now were mute in the
churchyard under flattening mounds.
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