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At length the moon rose, and toward midnight Odo, spurring out of a dark glen, found
himself at the opening of the valley of Donnaz. A cold radiance bathed the familiar
pastures, the houses of the village along the stream, and the turrets and crenellations
of the castle at the head of the gorge. The air was bitter, and the horses' hoofs struck
sharply on the road as they trotted past the slumbering houses and halted at the
gateway through which Odo had first been carried as a sleepy child.
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