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Garry Wills's Venice: Lion City is a tour de force -- a rich, colorful, and provocative
history of the world's most fascinating city in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
when it was at the peak of its glory. This was not the city of decadence, carnival, and

nostalgia familiar to us from later centuries. It was a rut%less imperial city, with a
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shrewd commercial base, like ancient Athens, which it resembled in its combination of
art and sea empire.

Venice: Lion City presents a new way of relating the history of the city through its art
and, in turn, illuminates the art through the city's history. Itis illustrated with more than
130 works of art, 30 in full color. Garry Wills gives us a unique view of Venice's rulers,
merchants, clerics, laborers, its Jews, and its women as they created a city that is the
greatest art museum in the world, a city whose allure remains undiminished after
centuries.

BB

Garry Wills (born May 22, 1934)[2] is a prolific Pulitzer Prize-winning American author,
journalist, and historian, specializing in American history, politics, and religion,
especially the history of the Catholic Church.

Wills has written nearly 40 books and, since 1973, has been a frequent reviewer for the
New York Review of Books.[3] He became a faculty member of the history department
at Northwestern University in 1980, where he is currently an Emeritus Professor of
History.
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