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Authenticity is a notion much debated, among discussants as diverse as cultural
theorists and art dealers, music critics and tour operators. The desire to find and
somehow capture or protect the “authentic” narrative, art object, or ceremonial
dance is hardly new. In this masterful examination of German and American folklore
studies from the eighteenth century to the present, Regina Bendix demonstrates that
the longing for authenticity remains deeply implicated in scholarly approaches to
cultural analysis.

Searches for authenticity, Bendix contends, have been a constant companion to the
feelings of loss inherent in modernization, forever upholding a belief in a pristine yet
endangered cultural essence and fueling cultural nationalism worldwide. Beginning
with precursors of Herder and Emerson and the “discovery” of the authentic in
expressive culture and literature, she traces the different, albeit intertwined, histories of
German Volkskunde and American folklore studies. A Swiss native educated in
American folklore programs, Bendix moves effortlessly between the two traditions,
demonstrating how the notion of authenticity was used not only to foster national
causes, but also to lay the foundations for categories of documentation and analysis
within the nascent field of folklore studies.

Bendix shows that, in an increasingly transcultural world, where Zulu singers back up
Paul Simon and where indigenous artists seek copyright for their traditional crafts, the
politics of authenticity mingles with the forces of the market. Arguing against the
dichotomies implied in the very idea of authenticity, she underscores the emptiness of
efforts to distinguish between folklore and fakelore, between echt and ersatz
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评论

仅读了几章

-----------------------------
通过比较德语区与美国民俗学学科发展探讨authenticity。最终还是很强调主体间性，
我觉得。仅读导言。

-----------------------------
对原版书价钱没概念，看到这本三百多也是长见识了。。。我还是继续二十块钱粉刷匠
大法好吧~【撒嘛的书在米国也七十多刀你怎么不说？】去年读的专业书，一直以为自
己没看完，翻了翻居然也八九不离十，标上凑个数吧。

-----------------------------
德美民俗学史。

-----------------------------
我的天呐感觉就是德国美国民俗学史做展示分分钟想狗带
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资料来源：http://muse.jhu.edu/books/9780299155438?auth=0 Contents Download
PDF (35.8 KB) pp. vii-viii Acknowledgments Download PDF (222.9 KB) pp. ix-2 "In the
last weeks of writing up a big project I usually feel a certain amount of elation-the ...  
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