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Highly entertaining and richly informative, "Wisconsin Folklore" offers the first
comprehensive collection of writings about the surprisingly varied folklore of
Wisconsin. Beginning with a historical introduction to Wisconsin's folklore and
concluding with an up-to-date bibliography, this anthology offers more than fifty
annotated and illustrated entries in five sections: "Terms and Talk," "Storytelling,"
"Music, Song, and Dance," "Beliefs and Customs," and "Material Traditions and
Folklife." The various contributors, from 1884 to 1997, are anthropologists,
ethnomusicologists, historians,#oumalists, museologists, ordinary citizens reminiscing,
sociologists, students, writers of fiction, practitioners of folklore, and folklorists. Their
interests cover an enormous range of topics: from Woodland Indian place names and
German dialect expressions to Welsh nicknames and theﬂ'argon of apple-pickers,
ogical tricksters and Paul

brewers, and farmers; from Ho-Chunk and Ojibwa mytho

Bunyan legends to stories of Polish strongmen and Ole and Lena jokes; from
Menominee dances and Norwegian fiddling and polka music to African-American
gospel groups and Hmong musicians; from faith healers and wedding and funeral
customs to seasonal ethnic festivities and tavern amusements; and from spearing
decoys and needlework to church dinners, sacred shrines, and the traditional work
practices of commercial fishers, tobacco growers, and pickle packers. For %eneral
readers, teachers, librarians, and scholars alike, Wisconsin Folklore exemplifies and
illuminates Wisconsin's cultural traditions, and establishes the state's significant but
long neglected contributions to American folklore.
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