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The Greek and Roman world is often noted for the rationalism of a few outstanding
thinkers. This book is about the traditional superstitions, beliefs, taboos, folk-remedies,
ghost stories, and folk tales that haunted the rest. Along the way it considers such
questions as: do modern approaches help or hinder our attempts to see ancient
superstition from the inside? Can we break down the barriers between folk tales and
myths? Did it really matter whether a healing herb was picked by moonlight or not?
Which of our familiar fairy tales have their origin in ancient times? The volume begins
by asking how we can attempt to define folklore, and how we can make sense of the
vast amount of materials available. It examines the prejudices of writers who report
folkloric information and explores the cultural contexts that shaped their materials. It
includes numerous examples and texts, such as tales, legends, proverbs, jokes, riddles,
and traditional customs. The volume overviews critical approaches to the study of
ancient folklore, and it surveys the presence of Greek and Roman folklore in classical
culture.
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