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A riveting, kaleidoscopic debut novel and the beginning of a major career: a novel
about race, history, ancestry, love, and time that traces the descendants of two sisters
torn apart in eighteenth-century Africa across three hundred years in Ghana and
America.

Two half sisters, Effia and Esi, unknown to each other, are born into different villages in
eighteenth-century Ghana. Effia is married off to an Englishman and will live in comfort
in the palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle, raising children who will be sent abroad to
be educated before returning to the Gold Coast to serve as administrators of the
empire. Esi, imprisoned beneath Effia in the Castle's women's dungeon and then
shipped off on a boat bound for America, will be sold into slavery. Stretching from the
wars of Ghana to slavery and the Civil War in America, from the coal mines in the
American South to the Great Migration to twentieth-century Harlem, Yaa Gyasi's novel
moves through histories and geographies and captures--with outstanding economy
and force-- the troubled spirit of our own nation. She has written a modern
masterpiece.

TEEN A
YAA GYASI was born in Ghana and raised in Huntsville, Alabama. She is a graduate of
the lowa Writers' Workshop and lives in Berkeley, California.
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“The family is like the forest: if you are outside it is dense; if you are inside you see that
each tree has its own position.
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