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From the best-selling author of Son of the Morning Star and Mrs. Bridge comes a
magisterial tale of a great and terrible campaign, recounting one soldier's experiences
of the defining war of Christendom. "God wills it!" The year is 1095 and the most

rominent leaders of the Christian world are assembled in a meadow in France. Deus
o volt! This cry is taken up, echoes forth, is carried on. The Crusades have started, and
wave after wave of Christian pilgrims rush to assault the govving power of Muslims in
the Holy Land. Two centuries long, it will become the defining war of the Western
world. "Magnificent stuff. Readers who have already been captivated by Connell's
departures from conventional fictional form will be ea%er to follow him down this
curious and remarkable book's intricate, pristine, and illuminating path." -Kirkus
Reviews (starred review) "As presented by Connell, the medieval mind is a promiscuous
mix of piety and brutality... Connell's antiquarian 'forgery," which is in the line of novels
like chl)urcenar's Memoirs of Hadrian, is a great feat of historical empathy." -Publishers
Weekly
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