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For eighteen years, Fran Benedetto kept her secret. And hid her bruises. And stayed
with Bobby because she wanted her son to have a father. And because, in spite of
everything, she loved him. Then one night, when she saw the look on her ten-year-old
son's face, Fran finally made a choice --and ran for both their lives.Now she is starting
over in a city far from home, far from Bobby. And in this place she uses a name that
isn't hers, and cradles her son in her arms, and tries to forget. For the woman who now
calls herself Beth, every day is a chance to heal, to put together the pieces of her
shattered self. And every day she waits for Bobby to catch up to her. Because Bobby
always said he would never let her go. And despite the flawlessness of her escape, Fran
Benedetto is certain of one thing: Itis only a matter of time....With daring and
compassion, Pulitzer Prize winner Anna Quindlen weaves a forceful, harrowing portrait
of awoman and a marriage, capturing the profound intricacies of love and raﬁe,
passion and violence. At once heartbreaking and utterly riveting, Black and Blue is an
extraordinary work of fiction and a brilliant achievement.
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