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In her debut novel, Edie Meidav tells the tale of Henry Fyre Gould, a self-described
anti-missionary who travels to Ceylon from the spiritualist salons of 1930s New York
City. Driven by an arrogant faith in his ideals, Henry settles in the village of Rajottama,
intent on establishing a model society built on the lost truths of Buddhism. Instead of a
utopian village, he slowly finds a tinderbox of caste struggle, political rebellion,
espionage, and erotic intrigue. In the tradition of Michael Ondaatje, Barbara Kingsolver,
and Joseph Conrad, Meidav grapples with the consequences of the West's fascination
with the East and explores the nature of faith and love.
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