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Luke Fulmer belongs behind the wheel of a car. Taught to drive at the age of ten by his
father, Luke can do more damage with a stick and a clutch than most men can do with
a bottle of whiskey and a lousy mood. He counts down the days to his sixteenth
birthday when he can finally get his license. Unfortunately, the first thing he does with
it is "borrow" his neighbor's car. When Luke is pulled over and found in possession of
an air pistol, a ski mask, a stolen TV, and a bag of pot, the unforgiving local magistrate
takes scissors to his license and vows to lock him up if he ever stands in front of her
again. As Luke's mother explores bad relationships and the lure of vodka, Luke moves
in with his older brother, Nick, an easygoing ex-con who wants to steer Luke onto the
straight and narrow. In the gnarled, muggy summer that follows, Luke contends with a
lovely kleptomaniac girlfriend, a duffel bag full of cocaine, and the realization that he
must save his family from themselves even as he plots to beat a path out of town.
Dubbed the "Great American Redneck Novel" by Big Fish author Daniel Wallace, Drive
Like Hell is a hilarious one-of-a-kind tale set in late '70s Georgia, complete with stock
car racing, honky-tonk dancing, pro wrestling, drug dealing, and syndicated television.
Dallas Hudgens brilliantly evokes Southern culture in this unforgettable debut that is
raucous and wrenching, funny and wise.
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