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The delicious dishes described in the latest cookbook from Chez Panisse founder
Waters, such as a four-ingredient Soda Bread and Cauliflower Salad with Olives and
Capers, are simple indeed, though the book's structure is comple, if intuitive. After a
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useful discussion of ingredients and equipment come chapters on techniques, such as
making broth and soup. Each of these includes three or four recipes that rely on the
technique described, which can lead to repetition (still preferable to a lack of
guidance): a chapter on roasting contains two pages of instructions on roasting a
chicken (including a hint to saltit a day in advance for juicy results), followed by a
reciFe for Roast Chicken that is simply an abbreviated version of those two pages. The
final third of the book divides many more reciEes traditionally into salads, pasta and so
forth. Waters taps an almost endless supply of ideas for appealing and fresh yet
low-stress dishes: Zucchini Ragout with Bacon and Tomato, Onion Custard Pie,
Chocolate Crackle Cookies with almonds and a little brandy. Whether explaining why
salting food properly is key or describing the steps to creating the ideal Grilled Cheese

Sandwich, she continues to prove herse%f one of our best modern-day food writers.
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