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A gripping first novel, based on the author's real-life relationship with a convicted
murderer, that delves with subtlety and nuance rather than violence and
sensationalism into the mind of a serial killer. Meet Arthur Blume: charming guy,
small-town college English professor, struggling writer, and occasional murderer. In
this chilling debut novel, acclaimed author R.M. Kinder draws on her firsthand
experience of dating a convicted murderer to brilliantly channel the voice of a polite,
even sympathetic man who just happens to be a serial killer. An Absolute Gentleman
opens in a prison cell, where Arthur Blume is hard at work writing an account of his
life--one stained in places with abuse and cruelty, but also characterized by everyday
banality. Only as the plot unravels do the chinks in Arthur's armor of normality begin to
surface, and the monster beneath the pleasant façade appears as Arthur closes in on
his next victim.
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