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Michael Martone, whose trademark is the blurring of the lines between fact and fiction,
has created an Indiana that almost is, a landscape marked by Lover's Lane franchises
and pharmaceutical drug theme parks. Passages from this book have been published
in Indiana newspapers as feature articles on what to do this weekend or as suggestions
for family vacations. Tourists have been directed to visit the Trans-Indiana Mayonnaise
Pipeline and the Field of Lightbulbs. They have been told about Our Lady of the Big
Hair and Feet and taught the history of the License Plate Insurrection of 1979.The book
opens with a letter from the Lieutenant Governor of Indiana, inviting visitors to sample
"refreshing paw paw canapes and free glasses of buttermilk cider drawn from our
state's native bison herbs" at state rest areas, and to considering working toward a
Ph.D. within the state's picturesque borders. The book closes with a chilling Author's
Note that epitomizes Martone's work: It is untrue but nearly believable; and it renders
the mundane horrific and the tragic hilarious.The Blue Guide to Indiana is an extension
of Martone's previous work, in which he often composed fake essays in the voices of
real celebrities. Like Jorge Luis Borges and Flann O'Brien, Martone uses parody to
reveal the deeper truths about our culture.
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