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Running into a long-ago friend sets memories from the 1970s in motion for August,
transporting her to a time and a place where friendship was everything—until it
wasn’ t. For August and her girls, sharing confidences as they ambled through
neighborhood streets, Brooklyn was a place where they believed that they were
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beautiful, talented, brilliant—a part of a future that belonged to them.

But beneath the hopeful veneer, there was another Brooklyn, a dangerous place where
grown men reached for mnocentgirls in dark hallways, where ghosts haunted the
night, where mothers disappeared. A world where madness was just a sunset away
and fathers found hope in religion.

BB

|used tosay |’ dbe ateacherora lawyer or a hairdresser when | grew up but even as |
said these things, | knew what made me happiest was writing.

| wrote on everything and everywhere. | remember my uncle catching me writing my
name in graffiti on the side of a building. (It was not pretty for me when m* mother
found out.) | wrote on paper bags and my shoes and denim binders. I chalked stories
across sidewalks and penciled tiny tales in notebook margins. | loved and still love
watching words flower into sentences and sentences blossom into stories.

| also told a lot of stories as a child. Not  “Once upon atime” stories but basicall*,
outright lies. I loved lying and getting away with it! There was something about telling
the lie-story and seeing your friends™  eyes grow wide with wonder. Of course | got in
trouble forlying but1 didn” tstop until fifth grade.

Thatyear, | wrote a story and my teacher said “Thisis really good.” Before that | had
written a poem about Martin Luther King that was, | guess, so good no one believed |
wrote it. After lots of brouhaha, it was believed finally that | had indeed penned the
poem which went on to win me a Scrabble game and local acclaim. So by the time the
story rolled around and the words  “This is really good” came out of the otherwise
down-turned lips of my fifth grade teacher, I was well on my way to understanding that
a lie on the page was a whole different animal — one that won you prizes and got surly
teachers to smile. A lie on the Eage meant lots of independent time to create your
stories and the freedom to sit hunched over the pages of your notebook without
people thinking you were strange.

Lots and lots of books later, | am still surprised when I walk into a bookstore and see
my name on a book” s binder. Sometimes, when I’ m sitting at my desk for long
hours and nothing’ s coming to me, I remember my fifth grade teacher, the way her
eyes lit up when she said “Thisis really good.” The way, | — the skinny girl in the
back of the classroom who was always getting into trouble for talking or missed
homework assignments — sat up a little straighter, folded my hands on the desks,
smiled and began to believe in me.
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Poetic writing, sad story, unforgettable memory about a Muslim girl in around 1970s'
Brooklyn.
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Beautiful poetry and prose style of writing,
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SERITEAU ustﬁ%%%iﬁlﬂéﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬂ%o This is memory. Memories about a lost
family member, friends, love, femininity, self-growth, religion, self-awakening.
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