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The first half of the twentieth centucrjy was fraught with global tensions and political
machinations. However, for all the destruction in that period, these geopolitical
conditions in Manchuria cultivated an extraordinary variety of architecture and urban

lanning, which has completely escaped international attention until now. With over
orty carefully chosen images, Ultra-Modernism: Architecture and Modernity in
Manchuria is the first book'in English that illustrates Manchuria's encounter with
modernity through its built environment. Edward Denison and Guangyu Ren take
readers through Russia's early territorial claims, Japan's construction of the South
Manchuria Railway (SMR), and the establishment of Manchukuo in 1932. The book
examines in detaif/the creation of modern cities along the SMR and focuses on three of
the mostimportant urban centers in Manchuria: the Russian-dominated city of Harbin,
the port of Dalian, and the new capital of Manchukuo, Hsinking (Changchun).
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Fdward Denison is an architectural historian and photographer based in London,
where he teaches architectural history and theory at the Bartlett School of
Architecture, UCL,
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