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This book” s contribution to the discussion on the origin’ s of the First World War is a
pioneering study of both the British General Staff and the evolution of military strategy
In the period immediately prior to the war. It describes the development of the General
Staff, Britain’ s agency for strategic planning, and goes on to give an account of its
role in devising strategy. Problems are examined as they arose at grass-roots level in
the War Office and progressed upward towards the Cabinet. The complex
cross-currents involving the Admiralty, Foreign Office, Treasury and individuals from
Edward VIl downwards are charted. The account covers British military policy up to
1916, interpreting the Gallipoli campaign and explanation for its failure.
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John Gooch is Emeritus Professor of International History, University of Leeds, and
Honorary Professor of History, University of Kent. As well as serving at the Universities
of Lancaster (1969 92) and Leeds (1992 2010), he has held appointments as Secretary
of the Navy Senior Research Fellow at the United States Naval War College and Visiting
Professor of Military and Naval History at Yale University. He was the founding
Chairman of the Army Records Society and served as Joint Editor of the Journal of
Strategic Studies for twenty-five years. In 2011 he was appointed Cavaliere dell'Ordine
della Stella della Solidarieta' Italiana for services to Italian military history.
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