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In one sense, of course, all of Stuart Hall’s writing was political, but this collection
focuses on the essays he wrote throughout his life that directly engaged with political
issues. From the beginning, his analyses focused strongly on the central role of culture
in politics, and his insights are evident across the whole selection, whether he is writing
about Thatcher’s authoritarianism or the double shuffles of Tony Blair.

These essays come from three broad periods: the 1950s and 1960s, when Hall was
involved in the New Left; the 1970s and 1980s, when he evolved his critique of
Thatcherism; and from the 1990s until the end of his life, when he focused on the
emergence of neoliberalism.

The editors have brought together the best and most representative works of a writer
with a unique and conjunctural approach to understanding politics, and have
collected those works that have a general application to broader political questions.
The collection is therefore valuable for readers interested in the politics of the past
sixty years, in specific political questions, such as around political commitment, or the
politics of empire, and specific political moments, such as the Cuban Crisis, or the
actions of New Labour. But Hall’s engaging writing and the connections here
between his more obviously political writing and the other areas of his work—including
identity politics and race—also make the collection an essential resource for those
interested in politics more generally.

This collection also contains an introduction and afterword by the editors.

作者介绍: 

Stuart Hall (1932–2014) was one of the most prominent and influential scholars and
public intellectuals of his generation. Hall appeared widely on British media, taught at
the University of Birmingham and the Open University, was the founding editor of New
Left Review, and served as the director of Birmingham’s Centre for Contemporary
Cultural Studies. He is the author of Familiar Stranger: A Life between Two Islands and
Cultural Studies 1983: A Theoretical History, both also published by Duke University
Press.

Sally Davison is the managing editor at Lawrence & Wishart and the editor of
Soundings.

David Featherstone is Senior Lecturer of Geographical and Earth Sciences at the
University of Glasgow.

Michael Rustin is Professor of Sociology at the University of East London.

Bill Schwarz is Professor of English at Queen Mary University of London.
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