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This book articulates an empirically grounded theory of law applicable throughout
history and across different societies. Unlike natural law theory or analytical
jurisprudence, which are narrow, abstract, ahistorical, and detached from society,
Tamanaha's theory presents a holistic vision of law within society, evolving in
connection with social, cultural, economic, political, ecological, and technological
factors. He revives a Iar%elY forFotten theoretical perspective on law that runs from
Montesquieu through the legal realists to the present. This book explains why the
classic question 'whatis law?" has never been resolved, and casts doubt on theorists'
claims about necessary and universal truths about law. This book develops a theory of
law as a social institution with varying forms and functions, tracing law from
hunter-gatherer societies to the modern state and beyond. Tamanaha's theory
accounts for social influences on law, legal influences on society, law and domination,
multifunctional governmental uses of law, legal pluralism, international law, and other
legal aspects largely overlooked in jurisprudence.

TEENE:

Brian Tamanaha is William Gardiner Hammond Professor of Law at Washington
University, St Louis School of Law. He is the author of eight books, including the
prize-winning A General Jurisprudence of Law and Society (2001).

H3R: Introduction

1. The third branch of jurisprudence

2. What is law?

3. Necessary and universal truths about law?
4. A genealogical view of law

5. Law in the age of organizations

6. What is international law?

Conclusion: a realistic theory of law
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2017 Washington University Law Review Symposium Explorm%Jurisprudence October
20,2017 at Washington University School of Law in St. Louis The Washington University
School of Law and the Washington University Law Review are excited to present the
2017 sym...
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