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Peter Godfrey-Smith is a leading philosopher of science. He is also an accomplished
scuba diver whose underwater videos of warring octopuses have attracted wide notice.
In Other Minds, he brings his parallel careers together to tell a bold new story of how
nature became aware of itself.

Mammals and birds are widely seen as the smartest creatures on earth. But one other
branch of the tree of life has also sprouted surprising intelligence: the cephalopods,
consisting of the squid, the cuttlefish, and above all the octopus. New research shows
that these marvelous creatures display remarkable gifts. What does it mean that
intelligence on earth has evolved not once but twice? And that the mind of the octopus
is nonetheless so different from our own?

Combining science and philosophy with firsthand accounts of his cephalopod
encounters, Godfrey-Smith shows how primitive organisms bobbing in the ocean
began sending signals to each other and how these early forms of communication
gave rise to the advanced nervous systems that permit cephalopods to change colours
and human beings to speak. By tracing the problem of consciousness back to its roots
and comparing the human brain to its most alien and perhaps most remarkable
animal relative, Godfrey-Smith's Other Minds sheds new light on one of our most
abiding mysteries.

作者介绍: 

Peter Godfrey-Smith is a distinguished professor of philosophy at the Graduate Center,
City University of New York, and a professor of history and the philosophy of science at
the University of Sydney. He is the author of four books, including Theory and Reality:
An Introduction to the Philosophy of Science and Darwinian Populations and Natural
Selection, which won the 2010 Lakatos Award for an outstanding work on the
philosophy of science. His underwater videos of octopuses have been featured in
National Geographic and New Scientist, and he has discussed them on National Public
Radio and many cable TV channels.
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评论

非常精彩！绝不只是“动物世界”性质的书（毕竟作者是搞科学哲学的)
，看待认知与意识的“章鱼的视角”。“What does it feel like to be an
octopus?”对于章鱼这种具特殊的“distributed
brain”，这个问题尤其有趣而难以想象
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书评

電影中的異星生物造型總借鏡章魚。Denis
Villeneuve的《天降異煞》（Arrival）、杜夫兄弟的《怪奇物語》（Stranger
Things）、佐拉斯基的《著魔》（Possession）、Amat
Escalante的《慾望號妖獸》（The
Untamed）⋯⋯當中有巧合有仿效有傳承，但這個虛構家族得以壯大，背後...  
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