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How climate change will affect our political theory—for better and worse

Despite the science and the summits, leading capitalist states have not achieved
anything close to an adequate level of carbon mitigation. There is now simply no way
to prevent the planet breaching the threshold of two degrees Celsius set by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. What are the likely political and
economic outcomes of this? Where is the overheating world heading?

To further the stru%gle for climate justice, we need to have some idea how the existing
global order s likely to adjust to a rapidly changing environment. Climate Leviathan
provides a radical way of thinking about the intensifying challenges to the global order.
Drawing on a wide range of political thought, Joel Wainwright and Geoff Mann argue
that rapid climate change will transform the world” s political economy and the
fundamental political arrangements most people take for granted. The result will be a
capitalist planetary sovereignty, a terrifying eventuality that makes the construction of
viable, radical alternatives truly imperative.
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Geoff Mann is Director of the Centre for Global Political Economy, Simon Fraser
University. He is the author most recently of In the Long Run We Are All Dead:
Keynesianism, Political Economy and Revolution.

Joel Wainwright, associate professor at Ohio State, is author of Geopiracy and
Decolonizing Development, which won the Blaut award.
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