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Richard McGregor’ sAsia’ s Reckoningis a compelling account of the widening
eopolitical cracks in a region that has flourished under an American security umbrella
or more than half a centurE/. The toxic rivalry between China and Japan, two Asian

%iants consumed with endless history wars and ruled by entrenched political
ynasties, is threatening to upend the peace underwritten by Pax Americana since

World War IIl. Combined with Donald Trump’ s disdain for America’ sold alliances

and China's own regional ambitions, east Asia is entering a new era of instability and

conflict. If the United States laid the postwar foundations for modern Asia, now the
anchor of the global economy, Asia’ s Reckoning reveals how that structure is falling
apart.

With unrivaled access to archives in the United States and Asia, as well as to many of
the major players in all three countries, Richard McGregor has written a tale that blends
the tectonic shifts in diplomacy with bitter domestic politics and the personalities
driving them. It is a story not only of an overstretched America, but also of the rise and
fall and rise of the great powers of Asia. The about-turn of Japan—from a colossus
seemingly poised for world domination to a nation in inexorable decline in the space
of two decades—has few parallels in modern history, as does the rapid rise of China—a
country whose military is now larger than those of Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and
southeast Asia's combined.

The confrontational course on which China and Japan are set is no simple spat
between neighbors: the United States would be involved on the side of Japan in any
military conflict between the two countries. The fallout would be an economic
tsunami, affecting manufacturing centers, trade routes, and political capitals on every
continent. Richard McGregor’ s book takes us behind the headlines of his years
reporting as the Financial Times™ s Beij'n% and Washington bureau chief to show how
American power will stand or fall on its ability to hold its ground in Asia.
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The Americans like the Chinese, but they don't like China. They like Japan, but don't
like the Japanese.

It's widely believed that the key to the lock of East Asia perennial disputed affairs is
buried deeply in the history. Then this ambitious journalist presented this
comprehensive and almost archival record to the public stretching from post-war
period to 2015. Really admire the writer's formidable rein of massive materials:--
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So much baggage...
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First book on my new Kindle Oasis 2. A book rich with long fogg

otten history and its
interaction with domestic politics that beautifully “destroye

" my Xmas weekend
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