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RETURNING to town I feverishly collected them all; I picked out each in its order and
held it up to the light. This gave me a maddening month, in the course of which several
things took place. One of these, the last, I may as well immediately mention, was that I
acted on Vereker's advice: I renounced my ridiculous attempt. I could really make
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nothing of the business; it proved a dead loss.
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