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She stayed there for a long time, in the hypnotized contemplation, not of Mrs. Cope's
present, but of her own past. Gannett, early that morning, had gone off on a lon%
walk--he had fallen into the habit of taking these mountain tramps with various fellow
lodgers; but even had he been within reach she could not have gone to him just then.
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She had to deal with herself first. She was surprised to find how, in the last months, she
had lost the habit of introspection. Since their Comin% to the Hotel Bellosguardo she
and Gannett had tacitly avoided themselves and each other.
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