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Gregory sighed heavily, threw a last look up at the window, and seeing that everything
remained the same there, he mustered up resolution enough to lie down on the fatal
plank. At the same time two other serfs, chosen by Ivan for assistants, took him by the
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arms and attached his wrists to two stakes, one at either side of him, so that it
appeared as though he were stretched on a cross. Then they clamped his neck into an
iron collar.
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