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Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining Putin in power

After fading into the background for many years following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, Russia suddenly has emerged as a new threat--at least in the minds of many
Westerners. But Western assumptions about Russia, and in particular about political
decision-making in Russia, tend to be out of date or just plain wrong.

Under the leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither a somewhat
reduced version of the Soviet Union nor a classic police state. Corruption is prevalent
at all levels of government and business, but Russia's leaders pursue broader and
more complex goals than one would expect in a typical kleptocracy, such as those in
many developing countries. Nor does Russia fit the standard political science model of
a "competitive authoritarian" regime; its parliament, political parties, and other
political bodies are neither fakes to fool the West nor forums for bargaining among the
elites.

The result of a two-year collaboration between top Russian experts and Western
political scholars, Autocracy explores the complex roles of Russia's presidency, security
services, parliament, media and other actors. The authors argue that Putin has created
an "informational autocracy," which relies more on media manipulation than on the
comprehensive repression of traditional dictatorships. The fake news, hackers, and
trolls that featured in Russia's foreign policy during the 2016 U.S. presidential election
are also favored tools of Putin's domestic regime--along with internet restrictions, state
television, and copious in-house surveys. While these tactics have been successful in
the short run, the regime that depends on them already shows signs of age:
over-centralization, a narrowing of information flows, and a reliance on informal fixers
to bypass the bureaucracy. The regime's challenge will be to continue to block social
modernization without undermining the leadership's own capabilities.

作者介绍: 

Daniel Treisman is a professor of Political Science at the University of California, Los
Angeles, and founding director of the Russia Political Insight project
(russiapoliticalinsight.com). His latest book is The Return: Russia’s Journey from
Gorbachev to Medvedev, The Free Press, 2011.

目录:

The New Autocracy_下载链接1_

标签

威权主义

苏东研究

http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd


比较政治

政治学

社会科学

普京

威权韧性

威权国家转型

评论

各章水平参差不齐，总体感觉是材料新，观点新，把俄罗斯政治的方方面面的变化都照
顾到了，但部分章节写的有点浅。Treisman写的序言相当精彩，后面各章的作者基本
上是一个UCLA的博士生+一个俄罗斯本土学者，这个搭配蛮有意思。
总的来说值得一读。
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