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From a highly regarded feminist cultural critic and professor comes a polemic arguing
that the stifling sense of sexual danger sweeping American campuses doesn't
empower women, it impedes the fight for gender equality.

Feminism is broken, argues Laura Kipnis. Anyone who thinks the sexual hysteria
overtaking American campuses is a sign of gender progress is deranged.

A committed feminist, Kipnis was surprised to find herself the object of a protest march
by student activists at her university for writing an essay about sexual paranoia on
campus. Next she was brought up on Title IX complaints for creating a "hostile
environment." Defying confidentiality strictures, she wrote a whistleblowing essay
about the ensuing seventy-two-day investigation, which propelled her to the center of
national debates over free speech, "safe spaces," and the vast federal overreach of Title
IX.

In the process she uncovered an astonishing netherworld of accused professors and
students, campus witch hunts, rigged investigations, and Title IX officers run amok.
Then a trove of revealing documents fell into her lap, plunging her behind the scenes in
an especially controversial case. Drawing on investigative reporting, cultural analysis,
and her own experiences, Unwanted Advances demonstrates the chilling effect of this
new sexual McCarthyism on higher education. Without minimizing the seriousness of
campus assault, Kipnis argues for more honesty about the sexual realities and
ambivalences hidden behind the notion of "rape culture." Instead, regulation is
replacing education, and women's hard-won right to be treated as consenting adults is
being repealed by well-meaning bureaucrats.

Unwanted Advances is a risk-taking, often darkly funny interrogation of feminist
paternalism, the covert sexual conservatism of hook-up culture, and the
institutionalized backlash of holding men alone responsible for mutually drunken sex.
It's not just compulsively readable, it will change the national conversation.

作者介绍: 

Laura Kipnis is a cultural critic, essayist, and former video artist, whose work focuses on
sexual politics, emotion, acting out, bad behavior, and various other crevices of the
American psyche. Her upcoming book is UNWANTED ADVANCES: Sexual Paranoia
Comes to Campus. Her essays and reviews have appeared in Slate, Harper's, The
Nation, Bookforum, Playboy, and The New York Times. Kipnis has received a
Guggenheim fellowship, a Rockefeller fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts
grants, and Yaddo fellowships. She's also a professor at Northwestern, where she
teaches film making. Her essay “Sexual Paranoia Strikes Academe” was included in
The Best American Essays 2016, edited by Jonathan Franzen. She lives in Chicago and
New York.
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评论

3.5 I don't know Laura Kipnis in person but I can totally imagine her WTF face she had
when writing this book.

-----------------------------
Probably a Chronicle essay material but still a good read. evernoted. #summer

-----------------------------
到最后作者讲出了一点有意思的事，但大部分都很情绪化，与我的预期较远，我以为会
是很硬核的社科类大调查和数据分析和海量案件援引。她的很多论调都在受害者有罪论
和slut shaming的边缘，尽管她一直在此地无银般强调自己是女权主义者。
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