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This is a comprehensive manual of design and building methods for owner-builders as
well as professional builders and their clients. In addition to presenting specific
building techniques, the book explains the design principles and planning processes
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that underlie all good building, so that readers can develop their own exceptional
designs, independently."The Real Goods Independent Builder" develops subjects not
covered thoroughly in other books, but critical to success: Designing small houses that
seem bigUnderstanding innovationEstimating and controlling costsIncorporating
ergonomics and accessibilityDoing drawings and scale modelsMaking contracts that
work
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