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In Companions in Geography Mario Cams revisits the early 18th century mapping of
Qing China, without doubt one of the largest cartographic endeavours of the early
modern world. Commonly seen as a Jesuit initiative, the project appears here as the
result of a convergence of interests among the French Academy of Sciences, the Jesuit
order, and the Kangxi emperor (r. 1661-1722). These connections inspired the gradual
integration of European and East Asian scientific practices and led to a period of
intense land surveying, executed by large teams of Qing officials and European
missionaries. The resulting maps and atlases, all widely circulated across Eurasia,
remained the most authoritative cartographic representations of continental East Asia
for over a century.

This book is based on Dr. Mario Cams' dissertation, which has been awarded the "2017
DHST Prize for Young Scholars" from the International Union of the History and
Philosophy of Science and Technology, Division of History of Science and Technology
(IUHPST/DHST).
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Mario Cams, Ph.D. (University of Leuven, 2015), is Assistant Professor at the University
of Macau’s Department of History and specializes in the history of early
Sino-European contacts, late imperial China, and the history of cartography.
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Counting by the hours he spent with western jesuit missionaries, Kangxi was truly a
well-informed imperialist. A careful study of how Kangxi used the technology of
cartography and land survey to make his expanding empire legible. In another way,
one can argue that map-making and map-viewing are probably the best steroids for
imperialists.
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