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This volume is a direct result of an international conference that brought together a
number of scholars from Europe and the United States to discuss their ideas and
research about cognitive and instructional processes in history and the social sciences.
As such, it fills a major gap in the study of how people learn and reason in the context
of particular subject matter domains and how instruction can be improved in order to
facilitate better learning and reasoning. Previous cognitive work on subject matter
learning has been focused primarily upon mathematics and physics; the present effort
provides the first such venture examining the history and social science domains from
a cognitive perspective. 

The different sections of the book cover topics related to comprehension, learning,
and instruction of history and the social sciences, including: 

*the development of some social sciences concepts, 

*the teaching of social sciences -- problems and questions arising from this cognitive
perspective of learning, 

*the comprehension and learning from historical texts, 

*how people and students understand historical causality and provide explanations of
historical events, and 

*the deduction processes involved in reasoning about social sciences contents. 

This volume will be useful for primary and secondary school teachers and for cognitive
and instructional researchers interested in problem solving and reasoning, text
comprehension, domain-specific knowledge acquisition and concept development.
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